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Youth candidates prepare to take their seats following successful 
election campaign 

 
Forty one young people from across Wiltshire are preparing to take their seats on the 
first ever Wiltshire Youth Council following a successful election campaign. 
 
89 candidates from 21 schools and the local community took part in the election 
process with almost 5,000 votes cast across the county. The elections ran from 31 
January to 4 February and young people voted online via their school to selected 
their preferred candidate. 
 
The successful candidates were informed this week and now are being advised of 
the next steps to having their say in local democracy. A total of 4972 student voted 
across the county. 
 
Wiltshire Youth Councillors will: 

  

• Meet up with Wiltshire Council leaders and have their say on local decisions. 

• Work with area boards to ensure funding for youth projects has the right 
impact for them and their peers. 

• Inspect services to ensure they represent young people’s best interests. 

• Communicate with their peers so young people’s views are properly 
represented. 

• Opportunity to shadow council leaders as a shadow youth cabinet member for 
a particular area of interest. 

  
Youth councillors will be asked to commit one evening per month to attend a full 
youth council meeting, which will focus on issues important to the young people. 
They will also be expected to talk to their peers about the issues and represent their 
views. There will also be training to support them in their roles, covering topics 
including debating, running a youth inspection and delivering presentations. 
 
Wiltshire Youth Council has also recruited Special Advisors, these are young people 
that ensure that the views of the  underrepresented are heard. There will be Special 



Advisors that champion different causes such as young carers, children in care, 
LGBTQ+ young people and military families.   
 
Cllr Laura Mayes, Cabinet Member for Children’s Services said: “Congratulations to 
everyone who took part in this process and well done to those who were successfully 
appointed. Having your voice to champion causes which are important to you and 
your peers is key to our work and I look forward to working with you in the future.” 
 
Lily and Dennis are the Wiltshire Youth Councillors for John of Gaunt School in 
Trowbridge.  
 
Lily, aged 13, said she’d wanted to put herself forward to campaign for a number of 
areas including equality and environmental issues. She said: “I’m very happy to be 
selected. I’m most looking forward to helping people in my new role.” 
 
Dennis, aged 11 said: “There are so many problems in the community and I wanted 
to do something about them instead of waiting for someone else to do something. I 
didn’t expect to win the election because I don’t know many people the same age as 
me going for election so I was surprised but happy to be successful.” 
 
You can also follow the child and youth voice team on Facebook  (6) Wiltshire Youth 
Union | Facebook and Instagram Wiltshire Youth Union (@wiltshireyouthunion) • 
Instagram photos and videos. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FWiltshire-Youth-Union-107785621472686&data=04%7C01%7CJack.Holdway%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7Cd8b8720e16824ccbac7108d9ed67057a%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C637801848985827988%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=BO9NkAsXHGjWwSH%2FY73SwW8qk6%2Bg5KiYnXwQhK3nopQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FWiltshire-Youth-Union-107785621472686&data=04%7C01%7CJack.Holdway%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7Cd8b8720e16824ccbac7108d9ed67057a%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C637801848985827988%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=BO9NkAsXHGjWwSH%2FY73SwW8qk6%2Bg5KiYnXwQhK3nopQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fwiltshireyouthunion%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJack.Holdway%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7Cd8b8720e16824ccbac7108d9ed67057a%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C637801848985827988%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=d8Aze9qiX6mAD%2FqSa9FLC4a8ej70nqvOozFmS0LJbNA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fwiltshireyouthunion%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJack.Holdway%40wiltshire.gov.uk%7Cd8b8720e16824ccbac7108d9ed67057a%7C5546e75e3be14813b0ff26651ea2fe19%7C0%7C0%7C637801848985827988%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=d8Aze9qiX6mAD%2FqSa9FLC4a8ej70nqvOozFmS0LJbNA%3D&reserved=0

